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Imagine a huge flock of sheep feeding somewhere on the meadow. At first sight one sheep looks like the other. No, this article won't be about sheep. We just need this idea to compare with the reality. Actually we are going to look back in the nearby history. Specifically in the second half of 20th century. How much did you hear about this era of Czech and Slovak history from your parents or grandparents? How much do you know what was happening in our country? Let's see!

During the bloody World War II. and primarily after it the people were exhausted and beyond disgusted by the Nazi regime and they were anxious for the change of life, the life in the better world without evil. So the communism appeared. We can't say that it was like a bolt from the blue. The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia had been existing since 1921, but it wasn't such procreative as through the war. Many people didn't think a lot about communism, it seemed to be something else. Anything bringing new order and national serenity. So why not?

But what is exactly the communism? Simplified is communism an ideology, which says that all people have to be equal in most things. That means everybody has the same property, works for the same time and earns the same salary, has the same service in all ways and believes in the socialism. So the theory of this ideology is quite nice and most of the people wanted to believe in it after the war era. That was the main reason, why the Communist party took second place in the first post-war election. But the reality was a little bit different.

The Communist party had been connected on the USSR since the World War II. That was also really important for the power of the party after the war. Communists used tough methods to get on the top and turn the democracy into totality - and they succeeded. In the Czechoslovakia communism held out for 51 years. For 51 years Czechoslovakians went through the time of continual scare of losing employment, property or the family members or friends, who were somehow against this regime or just burdensome for the communists.

After the severe 50's, full of property persecution and contrive political trials, came slightly more moderate 60's and the situation in the state became calmer. And now comes the time for why is this article named Flock of sheep. How we have already said, for the keeping the stability of regime it was important erase the differences among the people - to make a huge flock of the sheep and chase them in a fence, where they will quietly graze. It was more comfortable for the people to stay in this fence. Nobody cared about them, but they had no freedom of speech, no opportunity for better education, no freedom of travelling and so on. Right in 60's started some sheep leaving the fence and tried to fight against the guard dog - dissidents.  

But then the farmer noticed, that anything is out of order and came to check it. So the Soviet Union together with other states pertaining to the Warsaw Pact made on 21. August 1968 an invasion in Czechoslovakia. Since this day until the Velvet Revolution in November 1989 we call the period of communism in Czechoslovakia the era of normalization - means they wanted to make the situation normal again. 

And what happened with the escaped sheep? They continued in fighting but it became harder, because the farmer with his dog made the rules stricter. In reality the Communist party improved a censorship and mainly widened a net of people, who co-operated with the State Security (A state police which was one of the most important instrument; in 60's and 70's just for censuring and monitoring society). The term 'dissident' signify a guy who disagree or who is inconsistent with some political ideas or opinions and is for this activities punished. Of course being a dissident was really risky. Fancy that! The life living in a permanent stress and scare of your family and of yourself just owing to you do for your motherland. That must be so horrible. But they would suffer it for turning the totality back into democracy.

After a time mainly in bigger cities originated groups of these people, called dissent. Naturally the most extensive dissent was set in Prague. There it was quiet specifically because it was partly divided into a smaller units according to profession. That's why we can say it wasn't so hard to hide from the State Security's eagle eye. Instead for example Brno's dissent was much smaller and dissidents worked here in bigger tension. They worked together across job, age or religion. Each dissent had also different practice. Some made protests and demonstration, some wrote petitions, made satire literary outputs (novels, theatre performances, short stories, etc.), organized banned topic seminars and more and more. But all of them had one thing in common. They were punished for each tiny thing they did against communism (sometimes it even shouldn't be against communism). However when in 1977 dissidents wrote up Charta 77, probably the most important action in the normalization era, Communist Party got the list of names, which were necessary to clear away. So lot of these innocent people got to the prison, where they had been staying for years. 

Let's end the stories. Most of the sheep step by step escaped from the fold, the dog managed to watch only a few of them; step by step the farmer lost all fold and kept merely the house. Only just thanks to them, who weren't afraid of leaving the fence and hung on in fighting.  Back to reality: We can just guess why the regime fell down really, but dissidents were absolutely one of the significant reasons why the communism became weaker and we can live in liberty country now.
